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Herbaceous perennials are
becoming more popular

New cultivars appear every
year are very appealing

A common fallacy is you can
plant and forget perennials

Local nurseries have a much
greater availability of plants

Gardeners want something
different in the garden

The perennial popularity
resurgence is increasing

A well-stocked nursery had 60
plant species 30 years ago

Perennial gardening is more
than just choosing plants

Successful, long term plants
have these characteristics

Consider design factors when
planting your perennial garden

The Most Common Question?
Tell me your favorite perennials

The Most Common Answer
It Depends

When You Look For A Favorite
• Do you like the
plant?

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Some perennials are great plants

When You Look For A Favorite

• Do you like the
flower?

Selecting the Best Perennials
Some perennials are great bloomers

When You Look For A Favorite
• Do you like the plant and the flower?

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Some perennials are great plants and
great bloomers

Many Perennials Are Ugly

Some Are Ugly Plants

Some Have Ugly Flowers

All Have Some Use

How long does it flower?

Is the foliage attractive?

Selecting the Best
Perennials
Most
gardeners
ignore the
importance
of choosing
plants with
attractive
foliage

Selecting the Best
Perennials
Too often, a
designer
selects plants
by the flower
type and
usually its
color

Selecting the Best
Perennials
With
perennials,
there are
times when
only the
plant and its
foliage are
showy

Selecting the Best Perennials
Make sure that the foliage is
attractive enough to serve as
filler or backdrop for other
plants in bloom or locate them
where they are not in the most
prominent beds

After thoughtful preparations,
spend time selecting plants

Select those that need the
same conditions

Many gardeners want
perennial plantings

Accept that many perennials
bloom for a short time

Orchestrating a long bloom
season takes planning

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Use these plants to build a
great perennial garden

Selecting the Best
Perennials
• Everyone has a
different take on
what appeals to
them

Selecting the Best
Perennials
First does it meets sun and shade
requirements?

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Is it attractive when it
is not in bloom?

Brunnera

Selecting the Best
Perennials
Plants need
interesting
structure and
texture, they need
good growth habits
and good foliage

Selecting the Best
Perennials
If you only like its bloom, you have to
find other reasons to grow the plant

The number one criteria when
select any perennial flowers is
• “Under what
conditions will the
plant thrive”

Selecting the Best Perennials
If you ignore
their
adaptability,
they never
perform well

Selecting the Best Perennials
Find out what plant hardiness zone
you live in
http://wwwusnausdagov/Hardzone/ushz
maphtml

Selecting the Best Perennials
Be careful locating plants that
are susceptible to foliar
diseases or other problems
that make plants unattractive

Selecting the Best
Perennials
Plants that fit
in this
category
include
monarda,
phlox, and
hollyhocks

Selecting the Best Perennials
Exposure - Group perennials
according to four sunlight
requirements

Light Requirement
• Full sun
• Partial shade
• Full shade

Light Requirement

• Full sun
– Uninterrupted sunlight all day

Full sun - receives sun for six or
more hours each day

Partial sunlight - 3 to 5 hours of sun
each day

Light Requirement

• Partial shade
– Filtered sunlight through tree leaves or a minimum
of 6-8 hours of sunlight per day

Partial shade - no more than a few
hours of dappled sun

Light Requirement

• Full shade
– Plantings under a dense foliage canopy or less
than 6 hours of sunlight each day

Full shade - absence of direct
sunlight

Full shade plants must still
receive some light
Few plants can
grow in the full
shade of a
forest or grove
of trees

Selecting the Best Perennials
It may be possible to thin out
trees and shrubs branches to
allow more light for growth
Do this carefully to avoid
destroying the plant shape

Selecting the Best
Perennials
Plants growing
near trees and
shrubs must
compete for
nutrients, light
and moisture

Selecting the Best Perennials
In addition to choosing plants
based on hardiness and
personal likes, there are other
considerations

Selecting the Best Perennials
Take specific plant
characteristics such as height,
width, flowering time, and
texture need to be taken into
account

Height - Annuals and perennials
differ in this
Place shorter
plants in the
front, medium
plants in the
middle, and
taller plants in
the back

Selecting the Best Perennials
This progression is broken up
to create interest and appear
more natural Experiment with
varying heights until you get a
pleasing ‘skyline’

Spread – This varies by species
Newly planted bed look sparse
when plants are set at
recommended spacing, but this
allows them to fill in without
overcrowding

Selecting the Best Perennials
Plants that are set too close
compete for nutrients and
moisture and infringe on each
other causing lopsided growth

Selecting the Best Perennials
In a perennial bed, it may take
2 or 3 years for the plants to fill
in
During these times, it is helpful
to add colorful annuals to the
bed

Selecting the Best Perennials
Form - Form takes into account
the shape of the entire plant as
well as its individual parts

Selecting the Best Perennials
Herbaceous plants grow in five
basic shapes
Rounded
Vertical
Open
Upright
Spreading or prostrate

Rounded

Vertical

Open

Upright

Spreading or prostrate

Selecting the Best
Perennials
The use of varying
forms is a design
consideration
Using only one
form gives a
monotonous
display

Individual flowers have various
forms
– Some of the more common
ones are

Bell-shaped (Campanula)

Daisy-like (i.e. Shasta daisy, aster,
mums)

Spherical (peony)

Frilly or lacy (Dianthus)

Star-shaped (Amsonia)

Trumpet-like (Hemerocallis)

Texture - Texture refers to the
plant’s appearance
– It is not the way it feels to the
touch
– It is fine, medium, or coarse
with variation in-between (i.e.
medium fine)

Selecting the Best Perennials
– Density of the foliage, form of
the flower, flower size, and
foliage size determine texture
– Small, dissected, lacy leaves
are considered fine textured
(Flax or Gypsophila)

Fine-textured flowers

Plants with large leaves are
considered coarse-textured
– Some
examples of
coarse plants
are Ligularia
and canna

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Coarse-textured plants appear
closer to the viewer

Fine-textured plants appear to
recede

Selecting the Best
Perennials
– If your flower bed is a
considerable distance from
where it will be viewed, use
plants with large leaves so that
they show up

Texture is important in creating
interest
– A flowerbed with a variety of
textures creates interest
– A flowerbed composed of
similar textures is visually
boring

Selecting the Best
Perennials

Selecting the Best Perennials
– The key to a successful
planting is to put together
pleasing combinations of plants

Selecting the Best Perennials
Budget and maintenance
issues affect the decision of
plants used, so careful plant
selection helps the best
investment display

The end

Common Name
• “Common Name" lists several names
for the perennial
• Cross referencing is helpful through
the text for convenience

Scientific Name
• Common names
leave guesswork
when finding the
right plant
• The scientific name
is included so that
the enthusiast
knows which
perennial is referred
to

D A IS Y
B e llis
R u d b e c k ia
P y re th ru m
C h ry sa n th e m u m

Sun Lovers

Shade Lovers

Landscape Use
• Suggests planting locations
• Indoor uses
– Cut flowers
– Dried flower arrangements

Appendix
• Height is categorized from 0-11" tall,
12-24" tall, and 24" and above
Bloom time is broken into spring
bloom (March-June) summer bloom
(June-August) and fall bloom
(August-October)

